HELP SUPPORT FAIRNESS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

IN NEW MEXICO’S DAIRY INDUSTRY

New Mexicans have the right to safe, clean water.  In arid New Mexico, every source of water needs to be protected.  Starting on April 13, the Water Quality Control Commission will hold hearings to decide on the new regulations.  There are proposals from the NMED, from the dairy industry, and from a coalition of community-based organization: Amigos Bravos, Caballo Concerned Citizens, Citizens for Dairy Reform, Food and Water Watch, and the Río Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club.  The proposal submitted by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) – with the addition of proposals from the Community Coalition – will provide regulations for the dairy industry that are necessary, are fair, and that will provide accountability.

These New Regulations Are Necessary

· The dairy industry says that most dairies are “good” dairies that don’t pollute
IN FACT: According to New Mexico Environment Department data, nearly 2/3’s of the state’s dairies currently violate state groundwater standards for nitrates; if other violations of groundwater standards are included, the number of dairies in violation increases
· The dairy industry says that new regulations will harm dairies
IN FACT: The dairy industry asked for new regulations in the 2009 legislative session; this isn’t a case of the NM Environment Department going after the industry because – amazingly – New Mexico does not have dairy-specific regulations, only bits and pieces of rules from other industries being applied to dairies
· The dairy industry likes to portray dairies as small farms with cows peacefully grazing on the grass
IN FACT: The dairy industry in New Mexico is dominated by large-scale industrial dairies, also known as Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) and sometimes referred to as “megafarms”; New Mexico has the highest number of animals per facility of any state in the country and these dairies produce 5.6 million gallons of manure waste each day
· The dairy industry says that when there is pollution it is only in shallow groundwater that isn’t used by anyone
IN FACT: In an arid state like New Mexico, all water in the State needs to be protected.  Dairies in New Mexico have polluted groundwater as shallow as 3-4 ft and as deep as 400 ft. and everything in-between.  The New Mexico Court of Appeals recently chastised industry organizations, including the dairy industry, for opposing the ability of the State to protect our waters for the benefit of all
· The dairy industry wants to exclude all current dairies from any of the new regulations
· IN FACT: The current regulations are clearly not working. The dairy industry is correct that the current regulations don’t provide clear guidelines – that’s why they started this whole process – and the current regulations clearly don’t do enough to prevent dairies – especially CAFO megafarms – from polluting our drinking water

These New Regulations Are Fair

· The dairy industry says the new regulations will unfairly hurt dairies
IN FACT: The April WQCC hearings are the result of a one-year process of community meetings involving the industry, the Environment Department, and the public from across the State; this has been a balanced and fair process for everybody that reflects community concerns not just dairy industry demands

· The dairy industry says that the new regulations would substantially increase environmental compliance costs
IN FACT: At least 50% of dairy costs are feed and feed-related; there are also substantial costs for barns, milking parlors and other buildings, as well as equipment.  Concentrated feeding operations require building manure waste lagoons.  The actual cost of monitoring and reporting is minimal compared to all the other costs of running a dairy

· The dairy industry says that NMED isn’t using “the best science available”
IN FACT: The industry insists on using outdated technology that is clearly not preventing groundwater contamination and they are opposing monitoring wells, which are standard practice anywhere that contamination is a problem or a threat; the NMED is proposing better technology (using synthetic liners and leak detection systems) and monitoring to ensure best science is used to detect groundwater impacts

· The dairy industry says that the new regulations are more stringent than regulations adopted by any other state

IN FACT: There is nothing in the NMED’s proposal or in the additional requirements proposed by the Community Coalition that does not exist in other state regulations of the dairy or CAFO industry
· The dairy industry says that record low milk prices and a difficult lending market mean the new regulations will put most of the industry out of business

IN FACT: Prices are at normal levels and many in the New Mexico dairy industry predict that 2010 will be a good year.  Prices in the dairy industry fluctuate wildly because of the industry’s inability to control their production, which means an endless cycle of boon and bust.  This is not a reason to allow the industry to avoid being accountable for its waste

· The dairy industry says that they generate over $1billion in direct benefit to the State and another $1billion in indirect benefits
IN FACT: Dairies have a place in New Mexico’s economy, but the industry – especially the CAFO megafarms – places costs on state and local governments and the public from the greater need for water treatment, the need to find alternative water sources, health costs from exposure to dairy pollution (water and air), lower property values, and impacts on tourism; it is definitely not fair for the dairies to make the profits and the public to pay for the costs

· The proposed regulations will immediately affect new dairies, while existing dairies will come under the regulations when their permits are renewed (every 5 years) or if they make significant changes to their infrastructure; dairies have  plenty of time to adjust
These New Regulations Will Hold the Dairy Industry Accountable

· The dairy industry says that most dairies are “good” dairies that don’t pollute
IN FACT: According to New Mexico Environment Department data, nearly 2/3’s of the state’s dairies currently violate state groundwater standards for nitrates; if other violations of groundwater standards are included, the number of dairies in violation increases

· The dairy industry claims that NMED hasn’t scientifically demonstrated any meaningful protection to groundwater from the new regulations

IN FACT: The new regulations require monitoring wells, better manure lagoon liners, and better reporting from the dairies; the dairy industry – with its documented failure to prevent water contamination – wants to be left alone to continue polluting
· It’s inconceivable that a $2billion dollar industry should avoid being held responsible for taking care of it’s manure waste; the NMED and Community Coalition proposals – taken together – will help ensure that the dairy industry – especially the CAFO megafarms – stops polluting our groundwater
